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SUBJECT: NUCLEAR DISCUSSIONS WITH DUTCH 

REF: STATE 92861 (NOTAL) 

1 . WARMLY APPRECIATE REFTEL WHICH WILL ENABLE US TO CALI- 
BRATE FURTHER GON HANDLING OF BRAZILIAN ENRICHMENT CONTRACT. 

2. ONE COLLATERAL BUT IMPORTANT POINT SHOULD BE NOTED. THE 
COMMENTS OF TANNENONS BARKER TO NYE REFLECT A PERCEPTION WHICH 
WE HAVE ALSO ENCOUNTERED IN THE HAGUE, PARTICULARLY AMONG THE 
SUPPORTERS OF THE LIBERAL PARTY, OF WHICH THERE IS A HEAVY 
CONCENTRATION IN THE MFA. THIS PERCEPTION IS THAT THE 
DIFFICULTIES OF THE PRESENT CENTER-RIGHT GOVERNMENT WITH 

THE BRAZILIAN ENRICHMENT ISSUE-AS WELL AS OTHERS SUCH AS ERW- 
ARE CAUSED BY THE SOCIALISTS WHO, IN OPPOSITION, ARE LESS 
RESPONSIBLE THAN THEY WERE WHEN IN GOVERNMENT. 

2. THIS PERCEPTION IS INCORRECT AND THOROUGHLY MISLEADING. OF 
COURSE, THE SOCIALISTS IN OPPOSITION ARE MAKING LIFE DIFFICULT 
FOR THE GOVERNMENT WHENEVER THEY CAN. BUT THE DIFFICULTIES FOR 
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THE GOVERNMENT STEM NOT SO MUCH FROM THEM AS FROM THE CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRATS WHO CONSTITUTE THE LARGEST COALITION PARTY IN 
PARLIAMENT. MANY OF THEM APPROACH NUCLEAR ISSUES GINGERLY AND 
WITH MARKED DISTASTE. MANY ARE ENVIRONMENTALISTS AND HENCE 
PREDISPOSED AGAINST NUCLEAR ENERGY AS WELL AS NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 

AS WE HAVE INDICATED (77 THE HAGUE 6383), A NUMBER OF THEM, 

INCLUDING FLOOR LEADER AANTJES, HAVE EXPLICITLY DISASSOCIATED 
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THEMSELVES FROM THE BASIC AGREEMENT WHICH CONSTITUTES THE 
COMMON PLATFORM OF THE CD A/LIBERAL COALITION. SPECIFICALLY, 

THE PROBLEMS FOR THE GON ON THE BRAZILIAN ENRICHMENT ISSUES 
SPRING DIRECTLY FROM THE CONDITIONS IMPOSED BY PARLIAMENT IN 
THE SO-CALLED VAN HOUSELINGEN MOTION (THE HAGUE 542). HE IS 
A CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT. ON ERW, WHAT MADE DUTCH PARLIAMENTARY 
OPPOSITION SO OVERWHELMING WAS THE ATTITUDE OF THE CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRATS, REFLECTING ORGANIZED CHURCH OPPOSITION AGAINST THE 
WEAPON. THE NOTION THAT THE CURRENT GOVERNMENT'S DIFFICULTIES 
ARE TO BE BLAMED SOLELY ON IRRESPONSIBLE SOCIALISTS IS THEREFORE 
FALSE AND IS EVIDENCE OF A CAPACITY OF WISHFUL THINKING AND 
SELF-DECEPTION, EVEN ON THE PART OF RESPONSIBLE DIPLOMATS WHO 
OUGHT TO KNOW BETTER. 
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